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This big, white country home set in a grove of poplars about three miles south of Reno, near 
the airport, is the first landmark which arouses the interest of the Reno-Las Vegas traveler 
as he proceeds toward the south. It was built by former Governor Sparks, many years ago. 
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Washoe County golf course in the southwestern section of the city is proving a very popular 
spot around Reno since it was conditioned and placed in service about two years ago. 
Players have the pleasure of a very sporty course and a sweeping mountain view. 
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NEVADA, FROM RENO TO LAS VEGAS 


ILL up the gas tank and come with us 
in your motor car. Roll down over the 
mountains and across the valleys from 

Reno to Las Vegas on one of Nevada's finest 
hard - surfaced highways. The distance is 
about 450 miles and affords one of the most 
interesting and colorful drives in the West. 

Between these two western but thoroughly 
modern cities in a desert State of wide open 
spaces and small population, the route is 
packed with scenic thrills. These range from 
the modern version of rip-roaring mining 
camps where western history was made to 
gorgeously colored sunrise and sunset skies. 

Rugged mountains, snowcapped and color- 
ful; broad valleys, some green with lush veg- 
etation in peaceful pastoral settings, others 
parched and reflecting typical desert hues, 
and lakes of varying size and outline, pictur- 
ing the intense deep blue of the desert skies, 
will be found along the route. 

You will probably be able to drive the 
entire distance under cloudless skies with a 
friendly sun overhead. Picturesque cowboys 
in typical western outfits, Indians gaming on 
their reservations, and hardy prospectors with 
packs re..'y for the solitude of the hills will 
all blend to make a striking picture as your 
car covers mile after mile toward the south- 
ern tip of Nevada. In between you will be 
able to stop at “dude ranches,” roll over long 
stretches of sage-covered lands, tarry in small 
modern towns, stop long enough to revive 





historic memories at alluring “ghost cities,” 
skirt dry lakes or playas whose glistening 
white stretches of surface are often mistaken 
for water, and cross acres and acres of yucca- 
studded land which has an attraction peculiar 
to this region. If conditions are favorable 
you might even have the experience of a 
mirage on the desert and see cities, large 
bodies of water, forests, or expansive moun- 
tain scenes realistically represented. Objects 
hundreds of miles from the spot and entirely 
foreign to the region appear suspended in the 
clear atmosphere and are apt to deceive even 
veterans of the desert. These images hang 
lifelike in the foreground as you approach 
nearer and nearer, only to vanish suddenly, 
leaving you in a state of semibewilderment. 
You will be surprised, too, to learn that 
this vividly colored desert which radiates 
plenty of heat at midday becomes cool and 
pleasant as soon as the sun’s golden disc 
begins creeping down behind the haunting 
and ever-changing hills. This also means 
you can enjoy a comfortable night. The dry, 
pure air accentuates the morning and eve- 
ning colors, making them truly magnificent 
in a land of limitless, unobstructed vision. 
Reno, a thoroughly modern city of 25,000 
typically western people, spreads over a por- 
tion of the Truckee Meadows just east of 
and guarded by the rugged and lofty Sierra 
Nevada Mountains. Reno, known as the 
crossroads of the world, holds a singular 








With cheap power, and liberal mining, corporation, taxation, and other laws. 


WELCOME TO NEVADA. 
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position among the cities of the Nation. It 
has life and action. Cosmopolitan in aspect, 
its tolerance is almost a fault. Divided into 
two parts by the Truckee, a cool swift moun- 
tain stream, the city’s clean, shady streets lined 
with modern homes, numerous churches, 
schools, and hospitable citizens reflect the 
true western spirit of America. 

With Reno as a rendezvous you can reach 
in all directions with your motor car, travel 
leisurely to see and enjoy such contrasting 
scenic places as the rugged Truckee Canyon, 
or Pyramid, a desert lake of deep blue waters, 
with some very fine fishing; Lake Tahoe, one 
of the most beautiful lakes in the world, 
history-making mining camps, beautiful 
Mount Rose, from the top of which can be 
seen, in all directions, endless chains of moun- 
tains, forests, deserts, lakes, canyons and val- 
leys. If you prefer mountain climbing, the 
view from this 10,800-foot observation point, 
which is readily accessible, will more than 
repay you for the energy expended. 

A scenic loop trip which has gained tre- 
mendous popularity since the highway was 
hard-surfaced and now one of the grandest 





in the west, begins about 10 miles south of 
Reno at the strange geological occurrence 
known as Steamboat Springs. From these 
Springs the new highway courses over an easy 
climb up Geiger Grade across the Virginia 
Range summit and into the Comstock district. 
From this historic shrine where Mark Twain 
began molding his literary career, while min- 
ers and muckers were busy digging out hun- 
dreds of millions in gold and silver from the 
hillside of Mount Davidson, the journey con- 
tinues down Gold Canyon past Gold Hill and 
Silver City before veering westward into 
picturesque Carson City, the State capital. 
An alternate route also courses south from 
Steamboat Springs through the Washoe Val- 
ley with its twin lakes, past historic Bowers 
Mansion, with glimpses of dude ranches hid- 
den among the tall evergreens and poplars, 
touching the western fringe of the valley, 
rolling over the low summit at Lakeview and 
down a winding grade into Carson City. 
At Carson City you will find many inter- 
esting things. These include the State gov- 
ernment buildings set in tree-shaded plots, 
some housing historic treasures of the State, 
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Many schools with a high standard of training by efficient teachers give the children of Reno, 
as well as other cities of Nevada, an opportunity in education equal to any city in the 


Nation. Billinghurst Junior High, shown above, is the type available to Reno’s youth. 














Whether you approach Lake Tahoe over the Mount Rose or the Clear Creek highways on the 
Nevada side, you’re in for a gorgeous scenic treat. Here is an inviting lake shore home 
where cooling breezes, in a setting of tall pines, makes tennis playing more enjoyable. 


Nevada's capital city from the air. The central group includes the capitol, with the tower, a 
little to the right the new State supreme court and library building, with State highway 
headquarters next door. The capitol sits among velvety lawns, flower beds and shade trees. 
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Water, for the first time in many years, filled Lahontan reservoir to overflowing from the 
present season’s runoff, even going over flashboards placed on the spillways to conserve 


more water. 


many Indian relics and baskets of fine weave, 
a wide variety of rich mineral specimens, 
scientifically important fossil footprints, a 
library which would do great credit to cities 
of many times the 2,000 population which 
Carson City claims, and a people whose 
friendliness is symbolic of the old West. 

To complete the loop from Carson City 
your motor car can climb up the scenic Clear 
Creek grade and, after winding over shaded 
stretches of a splendid highway, reach the 
shores of Lake Tahoe. At the northern end 
of this “gem of the Sierras” the loop is com- 
pleted by turning right up the western flank 
of Mount Rose to the 9,000-foot pass and then 
down again into the Truckee Meadows. 

Alternate routes are available at Carson 
City for continuing the journey to the south. 
One extends east over U S 50 through Dayton, 
one of the oldest towns in the State. 

Farther east the route carries the traveler 
to man-made Lake Lahontan, filled to over- 
flowing with waters destined to nourish a 
rich agricultural area. Fallon, supply city for 
this the first reclamation project in the West, 
is an inviting place with comfortable homes 
and a progressive people. At Fallon the road 
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This dam in Churchill County impounds precious waters for irrigation. 








turns south again to join the alternate route 
at Schurz, after traveling through miles of 
cultivated acres. 

Toward Las Vegas out of Carson City the 
alternate route courses south through the 
Carson Valley after passing the Stewart 
Indian School, “Wa-Pai-Shone,” where chil- 
dren of the Washoe, Paiute, and Shoshone 
tribes are given modern schooling. 

Farther south Minden and Gardnerville, 
twin cities of Carson Valley, are communities 
in the center of another extensive agricultural 
region. One ranch alone, completely equip- 
ped with modern mechanical implements, 
embraces several thousand irrigated acres. 

South of Gardnerville, U S 395 turns south- 
west past Topaz Lake and continues its course 
into the high Sierras of California. 

At the Topaz Lake turnoff U S 395 makes 
junction with Nevada 3, and continues to the 


‘Nevada southland. Nevada 3 carries the traf- 


fic to Tonopah. It strikes off towards the 
southeast, serving the agricultural region 
known as Smith Valley, and after passing 
through rockbound Wilson Canyon, at the 
head of which is a bold granite sentinel 
called the “bulkhead,” serves Mason Valley. 

















A view of the Lyon County courthouse at Yerington, Nevada. Yerington, the supply center 
for hundreds of ranchers and graziers of the Smith and Mason Valleys irrigation districts, 
is a small but modern and inviting community in the west central portion of the State. 





Baled hay is a commonplace article, but it means much to the farm people of the Yerington, 
Nevada, region. Alfalfa, potatoes, truck gardening, bee culture, and fruit growing are also 
well adapted to this irrigation district which is one of the most important in the State. 




















The above view shows just a portion of Walker Lake in Mineral County, Nevada, as seen 
through a cleft in the rocky shore line. Aside from its colorful setting Walker Lake is a 
fine fishing ground. The Bonanza Highway skirts its western shore line for many miles. 




















nae . a rhe 
Fd BAR J) CAFE = 
ys ae gn ae": - ; 
f Par} ARs , ade ook), ’ 
. . - . = = poe . i 09 
~_ _— + ~ e ae a | ’ =I on 
- w~ “o ‘“E:: Pyat) « 
Mi 3 
' 
z 
‘ 
. } 
. > 
. ¥ 
4 = & 4 : t 
HE BIGGEST LITTLE Cl 


si Olea | 











— 


# 


hi GRR 


Ue ECA RR 


Nighttime In Nevada 


HE two scenes reproduced on this double page 
are nighttime photographs of Reno and Las 
Vegas, Nevada, the two largest cities of the 
State, more than 450 miles apart. These striking 
prints show a profusion of lights typical of both 


places, and the night activity is evidenced by the 
parked automobiles along the curbs. Fremont Street, 
Las Vegas, reflecting an approaching summer storm 
is shown at the top, while Virginia Street, Reno, 
shows the wet streets immediately following an early 
December storm. The Bonanza Highway, an excel- 
lent hard-surfaced road, traversing a varied scenic 
region, connects these two Nevada cities, Reno in 
the west central part and Las Vegas in the south. 
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This group shows scenes around 
Hawthorne, Mineral County, in 
Nevada. Top view shows the 
Bonanza Highway forming the 
main street of the desert town; 
center presents a striking contrast 
in Indian life as found on the 
Walker River Indian Reservation 
at Schurz some miles north of 
Hawthorne. Bottom is an air- 
plane view of Hawthorne. The 
district surrounding Hawthorne 
recently has gained considerable 
prominence because of the discov- 
ery of several good gold mining 
prospects. These properties are 
now in the course of development. 








In many sections of Nevada large flat areas, surrounded by high hills, act as basins during wet 
seasons. Runoff water accumulates but eventually evaporates. During dry seasons these 
playas have a smooth hard-packed surface over which motor-car drivers test their speed. 





Down in the lower end of Nye County, Nevada, is a desert town called Beatty. It forms an 
eastern gateway to Death Valley National Monument and is but a few miles from the 
ghost town of Rhyolite. Beatty has modern facilities for travelers using Bonanza Highway. 











Many beautiful specimens of cacti are found in the southern sections of Nevada. The one 
pictured above is commonly referred to as the Beaver Tail. They grow to large size in 
the Las Vegas area but smaller specimens are found as far north as Carson City. 


The barrel cactus, a specimen of which is reproduced above, is found more frequently in the 
Las Vegas area. Note the lower left specimen has two blooms safe amid the long 
tangle of prickly needles. These plants often reach a height of three or four feet. 
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Both of these broad, mountain-bordered 
valleys produce important stocks of alfalfa 
hay and like products for the grazing and 
dairy ranchers. Yerington’s business houses 
afford a center for ranch supplies and a mar- 
ket for farm products. 

Several miles beyond Yerington the high- 
way follows closely the west shore line of 
Walker Lake. In many places intricately 
patterned limestone formations in large, 
broken blocks are strewn along the hillside 
far above the present water level. 

Just south of Walker Lake, Nevada boasts 
of a desert paradox. Set in a spacious area 
crowded with tall, spreading shade trees and 
having many fine brick structures bowered 
with blooms and bushes, affording officers 
quarters and barracks, is anchored the Haw- 
thorne Naval Depot. 

Beyond the Depot the highway continues 
through Hawthorne and on toward Coaldale 
and Rhodes, where Nevada 3 makes connec- 
tion with a highway crossing Montgomery 
Pass into the neighboring State to the west. 
Farther south on Nevada 3 are two of Neva- 
da’s history - making towns, Tonopah and 








Goldfield, neighbors on Bonanza Highway. 

South of Goldfield, Beatty is the junction 
point for a west branching road to Rhyolite, 
“ghost city” of a once prominent gold camp. 
This road is a gateway from the east to Death 
Valley National monument. 

South of Beatty the road continues as 
Nevada 5. This section of the route travels 
the valley floors which parallel several ranges 
of mountains, some showing grotesque dis- 
tortions and uptilted rock formations and 
vivid coloring. Above the desert on the 
eastern flank of Charleston Peak lies a veri- 
table paradise which is accessible over short 
branching paved highways. Charleston Park 
and Lee’s Canyon have become very popular 
spots for summer recreation as well as for 
winter sports. Winter games can be enjoyed 
as late as mid-May or early June in the 
upper reaches. 

Las Vegas, city of destiny, on the south- 
western desert is the next stopping place and 
the southern Nevada objective. With a popu- 
lation of about 7,000 it is one of the few 
cities in the great southwest retaining its 
truly western character. Because of the great 








A cluster of cactus, formidable in its long, thin, sharp spikes or needles is also native to the 
southern Nevada country. These plants, seen among the rocks on the hillsides, where | 
water is rarely found, afford an interesting study of plant life in a semiarid region. | 
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Lee’s Canyon on the upper levels of Charleston Peak in Clark County, Nevada, offers a distinct 
contrast with the semiarid region of the valleys. Plenty of shaded spots where camp 
grounds have been conditioned form a delightful recreational area in southern Nevada. 











| o> atin a all Ge 


xo, we ae | 





16 NEVADA HIGHWAYS AND PARKS [Jvty-Aveust 1938] 








5? 


iat oe 


4 








Boulder City was built by the Federal Government when work on Boulder Dam across the 
Colorado River was started, and was headquarters for all operations during the construc- 
tion of that gigantic project. Boulder City now affords a gateway to the completed project. 





volume of low-cost electric power made avail- 
able at the generating plants of Boulder Dam 
the future of Las Vegas holds much promise 
and its people are highly optimistic. In the 
center of the vast region possessing tremen- 
dous potentialities for mineral and metal pro- 
duction and fabrication, this city enters a 
new era of commercial development. Because 
of its rail and highway facilities and its prox- 
imity to Boulder City and the dam, Las 
Vegas holds a strategic position in a newly 
created recreational area embracing some of 
the world’s most noted scenic wonders. 

Las Vegas, the older and larger of the two 
cities, is the hub of the district. Because of 
the 115-mile long artificially created Mead 
Lake which the Colorado River has poured 
into the heart of the desert, “Vegas” has 
assumed the status of a point of departure 
for scenic motor-boat trips into the Grand 
Canyon as well as possessing diversified 
recreational opportunities never dreamed of 
before. Boating, swimming, horseback rid- 
ing down the trails, airplane trips up the 
river and water sports and fishing have taken 
on new meaning. 

In fact Las Vegas, a replica of the old 


western town of romantic books, presents a 
strange contrast of life in the great open 
spaces where modern conditions prevail. 
Citizens of the southern Nevada town and 
the surrounding region reared in the tradi- 
tions of life in the saddle among rim rocks, 
box canyons and granite peaks are becoming 
nautical minded so they may be able to adapt 
themselves to maritime customs. This mira- 
cle of the desert known as Mead Lake lies at 
the foot of a thoroughfare which stretches 
from Reno in the north to beyond Las Vegas 
in the south. It portends the transition of a 
desert State whose people are wondering if 
they are destined, in the near future, to be 
classified as desert mariners. 

In no other State can such a transition be 
seen as that which you will find along the 
Bonanza Highway between Reno and Las 
Vegas in Nevada. 


THE COVER 


We are showing you a glancing view of 
the western or front entrance to the State 
capitol at Carson City as the subject for our 
title cover page of this issue. 





Down in the open country of Nevada, near Las Vegas, large areas of sand are subjected to the 
whims of the variable winds which whirl the quartzy particles in all directions. Like 
ocean waves these sands are constantly changing their outline, torming graceful whirls. 
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